WZ WERE MARRIED IN WARTIME!
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I often kid Ztta that she got me by deceptive and deceitful
means. e met in early June 134LC on a boat on Lake Ontario,
thet is true, and we alsc missed taking that same boat home,
that also is true, but the rest is not so well remembered as
it once was however mostly true. Very quickly I was deeply
in love with the most beautiful girl I had ever met, and she
with me.

The first weekend that I was in the manning
pool of the RCAF at the CNZ horse stables in
Toronto was when we met. There was a note
on the Canteen notice board that there was
to be an excursion across the Leke to Port
Dalhousie and Niagra Falls. I don't remem-
ber resading further, but the airman standing
beside me suggested that tnis mizht be fun.
Grandmotner hezd always talked of Niagra..Falls
2s her folks were merried on Goat Island. I
said sure, enything to get away from these
stables.

The next morning along with my new found friend, we arrived
by streetcar at the boat dock. He was Al Lowe, we became
great pals, eventually my best man, and God-father to my child,
and dezr friend up to the time of his death several years ago,
but back to my story. This trip was organized bty a group of
girls that worked in the Cntario Parliament Buildings, they
called themselves '""The Health and Eeauty League!". They each
had a2 picnic hamper for two and were to be cur hosts for the
dey. This was done regulzsrly in wartime where everyone tried
to help to entertain snd make life more enjoyable for those

of us in uniform and away from home and friends. It was a
greet time to be young end alive.

The boat was the old Kiuga, I am no longer sure of the spell-
ing, and we soon cast off. A1 and I were not quite sure what
the form was, btut most aware of the number
of zirls on board. I rememaber vicking my
way along the rather narrow deck, most
peorle were sitting with btacks to cabins

on a lonz bench, fezcing the water. I can't
say say if it was just a foot stuck out or
if I was triped, tut it socn transpired
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Ztta and her friend had & nicnic lunch
that they might share with some lucky =2ir-
nmen. 1t turned into a lovely day.
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Initial Traininz School

t the end of June I wes posted to
T once again found myself

.
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the Eunt Club in Yorta Ioronto, an
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ia arother norse steble. Toronto was bi: on horses in those
days. I wes threes wveeks in the ITS prior to belng posted to
Yancouver znd menesed to spend time with Itia whenever I could
zet & cay nass 1 weekends. The time went all to guickly.
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iy elemantary flying treining was done at Sea Island in
ancouver, then sent to Saskatoon for training on harvard
ircraft 2nd to recieve my wings. Cn the 20th of December
I wes back in Trenton, Ontario, just in time to be with
Zttsz for Christmas, =ndi agein st New Years, and anytime
that Al and I could get 2 48 hour pass.
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Al and I 2lways stayed at the
Royal York Eotel when we were
in Toronto, It was close to the
train stetion, end the room
rates were tailored to the air-
mans rate of pay, which wasn't
very much, and Al and I would
share the room. Life was grand!L

Ztta 2nd I became engaged, I knew that I would be posted

away from Trenton cut there were lots of new stations being
constructed close by. On February 25th, I was posted to
Moncton Hew Brunswick, and zgsin ay world fell apart. Moncton
in those days was three days away by train. Al and I risked
one lsst trip to Toronto to see Etta and Jeanie, ezncd left the
next day with $1:73 to see us to our new assignment. Thank
goodness, the service paid our meals and births on the train.

Moncton that winter was very cold and the snow deep. We were
worked hard, and it seemed after a couple of months that we
would be flying instructors for the duration of the war.

Scme of the instructors were merried men who lived off the
station, theirs wes an &ight to five job and when not flying,
witn weekends and extra days off, a vast improvement over my
situation. They also received a marriage allowance ! R

I was lonely and terribly in love, and Etta never far from

my mind. I wrote and asked if she consider comming to Moncton
to marry, and I remember the long agoniz.ing wait for her
reply. No one ever used the plione to call that far in those
days, we wrote letters.

“e were married in Moncton on April Lth, 1941, it seems a
long while ago, in fact almost 1 a century. Our first apart-
ment wes a single room up over a theatre, it could have been
our last as the place caught fire one night and we slept un-
til morning, fortunately they had a good fire department. I
nad rented this room from a pilot, Whitey Dahl, a2 nero of

the Spsnish wsr, =nd guite a character. & few weeks later

we were able to share & nice home on a quiet street, and we
settled into & new and happy married life.



e have lived together with less thzn a normal amount of
friction and frustratiorn. Etta was always a delight to
live with, her beauty lasted well into these latter years
and some still comes through. Being Irish gave her lots

of sparkle, a great loyalty to friends, wide ranging likes
and dislikes and lots of firmly held opinions on every
subject. Alwsys an active, healthy and energetic person,
and one that loved her home and family. I have been waited
on, hand fecot all my 1life; -it has been szid many times
that 2 marriags had tc be s 50/5C propositicn to work, Etta
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has alway en 75% in every way.
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We ‘have been married from '41 to '89, almost half a century,
it was a wonderful day that we met, and many wonderful days
since that has hmade for a2 great life together. I pray that
it will continue for yet a few years.

W.L.M. - 1989

Marr Fami.y, - New Vestminster, B.C. - 1948,




I flew very long hours, both day and night, Etta decided that
she should go back to work to help the family finances, she
was able to find work, but almost immediately had 2 fainting
spell, ©pregnant! -our lives were chang ing. One thing
about the Air Force in wartime, everything changed. The
Visiting Flizht came through the station later in the year
and gave me a very good flying assessment, and so on October
2nd, we were back in Trenton. , This time I was on the Central
Flying School staff. We livedin several rather poor rental
vplaces, three in fact, before’'I was commissioned as a Flying
Cfficer and my salary improved so that we could rent part of
& nice house, znd agazin we settled into a happy routine for a
few months while the rest of the world was felling apart. On
October 12th, 1942, I was posted overseas,

They gave me leave to get my affairs in order, time to go to
Vancouver, and then to report to Halifax. It was now that I
made one of my lifes’great mistakes, and it has affected our
lives even until now. I took Ztta and the baby to Fort Langley
and left them with Grandmother. She was a good sport and re-
mained at the Fort for over three years until I returned, but
she was lonesome, away from friends, ignored by many people,
and hurt by a few, after all I had been away a short time, or
80 it would seem,and and here was a 19year old wife and an
elght month baby. Etta should have gone back to Eess and Jean
in Toronto, but I never realy thought it out, except there was
a darn good chance that I might not get back. She was more
than willing to do what I wished of her, 2nd I never realized
what I had done until I had returned home. Years later when I
should have relocated in Lengley, Etta would have no part of
it, she hated Langley with a vengeance that has lasted to this
day, and perhaps with goocd reason.

Cur first home, after training in "“innipeg with Trans-Csnada
firlines, wes a lovely little cunzalow in New Jestminster. e
lived here for the next five years, end it was here that we
ot Ann, e2ad sne wss almost ready for school when we moved to
forcnto “n 1651, e came back to Vancouver azain in 1968,
10t mzay 1oves “or people in my profession, and by now the

cnildren are buch on their oun.
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Su]rbjbec‘:'t:: *'r & Pemission to Marrz

: I spectully request pe sion to marry

; on or about. 22&4,/ /5/' Z22a .
under the ons of Para, 1360 (4)A&.R.O. for the R.C. v

and to be placed on the Married Establishment as from the date

* of my marriage which will be not:_fled by the product:.on of my

marriage certirzcate.

Y am satisfied that I will be able to maintain
my fam:.ly in a mamner befitting my station as an airman.

5. I em aware that, should I contract debts
- which I cannot liquidate, I am liable to be discharged

fran the Semce.
ZEL G

' C.0. RCAF. STATION
Moncton, N.B.

I have :x.ntemewed// W //ﬂ/ o/ %M

" concerning the sbove applicationdand recommend that he be ‘granted
permigsion to marry,
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Wing Commander,
Cammanding RCAF. Station,
Moncton, N.B. ,\\
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