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4 The First SLR with a Central Processing Unit
As completely as possible, formerly mechanical controls
have been replaced by smaller, electronically automated ones,
which render more reliable service and lightning-fast, precision
performance. And all functions come under the governing brain
of a Central Processing Unit (CPU) which coordinates the SLR
system response to any shooting situation.

True Shutter-speed Priority AE

With priority given to shutter speed and the aperture set
automatically, no action shot need ever be lost. Because the
AE-1 meters within a split-second and the aperture is set just
before the shutter is actually released, the possibility of error
due to sudden change in conditions is virtually eliminated.

Exceptional Versatility Combined with Handling Ease

Electronic controls and the replacement of many me-
chanical parts make the AE-1 extremely compact and light-
weight. The camera and all its accessories have been designed
with all controls centralized and within instant reach for maxi-
mum ease of handling. And all metering information is con-
veniently displayed in the viewfinder.

Power Winder A for Continuous Shooting, Electronically

The AE-1 has a great accessory for continuous shooting:
The Power Winder A. This unit couples to the AE-1's electronic
circuitry to increase your automatic shooting capabilities to 2
frames per second. Single frame shooting is also possible by
releasing the shutter button after every single exposure.

{% Flashes to Meet Your Every Need

az} There are four special flash units, the Speedlite 199A,
177A, 155A, and 133A, which make AE flash photography
possible with the AE-1. Mounted on the AE-1, the Speedlite
is fully controlled by the camera’s microcomputer. The result
is genuine automatic control with flash which eliminates the
worry about synchronization or shutter speed.

Classifying Photographs with the Data Back A

Canon’s exclusive imprinting process, which conveniently
imprints dates and other data on the film at the very moment
of taking the picture, is available as an accessory easily attached
to the AE-1. With this device, photos can be easily classified or
chronologically arranged for research or any other purpose.

"7 Making the Most of Canon FD Lenses

g The AE-1 utilizes the full range of Canon FD lenses. Canon
makes superb, quality lenses for every possible photographic
application and every possible photographic effect. FD lenses
have been designed to meet the most stringent requirements of
professional photographers.

() The Exciting World of Close-up Photography
‘ L6 B\ great assortment of accessories and attachments is availa-
ble enabling you to jump right into the world of close-up pho-
tography. With them, even those tiny insects you've- always
wanted on film cannot escape the AE-1's grasp.
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Exposure Preview
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Large Shutter Speed Dial with Protective Guard

The shutter speed dial is especially large to enable finger-edge
control as the camera is held. A protective guard prevents
unintentional movement of the dial, and the ASA ring is located
underneath.

Comfortable, Short-throw Film Advance Lever

A short-throw, 120° film advance lever allows the film to be
rapidly advanced for action photography. It also features a com-
fortably molded, plastic tip.

Two-step Electromagnetic Shutter Release Button

This special two-step shutter release button permits one-finger
control of all of the camera’s automatic functions. A slight
depression turns power on and activates the exposure meter; a
full depression triggers electromagnetic release of the shutter,
preceded by AE aperture setting.

Electronic Self-timer
The governor mechanism of the conventional self-timer has been
replaced by solid state circuitry in the AE-1. The electronic
self-timer releases the shutter after a lag of 10 seconds, while
a red LED signal flashes to indicate its operation.

Convenient Finger Grip Bar
The raised contour of the battery chamber cover conveniently
provides a firm, handy grip for excellent security in action

situations.
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Stop-down Lever

A convenient sliding stop-down lever is provided for checking
the depth-of-field. It also features a locking button which can
fix it in the stopped-down position.

Backlight Control and Exposure Preview Switches

The AE-1 features a backlight exposure compensation of 1.5
gradations more on the aperture scale than the actual setting.
This convenient button is for shooting against bright light.
Below it is the exposure preview switch to check the AE aper-
ture setting that is displayed in the viewfinder.

Battery Check Button
By pressing the battery check button, the battery’s charge can
be ascertained by reading the exposure meter needle in the
viewfinder. It also serves to cancel operation of the electronic
self-timer.

Compact, 6V Battery

Only one, compact 6V silver oxide or alkaline manganese battery
is required to power all of the AE-1's marvelous electronic
features. Its large voltage capacity is well enough for one year
under normal use.

3 E‘posunis
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Handy Memo Holder
A memo holder is featured on the back cover. The end tab of
the film carton may be inserted as a memo to indicate the film
type and number of exposures, or other information.

Complete Information in the Viewfinder

The AE aperture setting is clearly displayed in the viewfinder
aperture scale which includes two red warning zones to indicate
overexposure. Flashing red LED signals give vivid visual indica-
tion of manual (“M') aperture setting and underexposure/
coupling range warning (*'®").

Exclusive Canon Breech-lock Mount

The breech-lock mount, one of the high-quality features of
Canon FD lenses, enables rapid changes from one lens to the
next, according to the demands of the situation.






3 Excetional erstl ty Plus Incomarable ndling Ease

Incredibly Lightweight, Compact Body

The AE-1 features an extremely well-balanced, lightweight
body with all controls perfectly located at fingertip command.
The camera is designed so that you can devote your complete
attention to creative photography; with all controls and infor-
mation display located in the most convenient places. And
since its weight has been kept down to only 590g (body only),
the AE-1 is extremely easy to hold and carry.

Quick, 120° Short-throw Film Advance Lever

The film advance lever of the Canon AE-1 smoothly winds
the film for the next shot with a quick, 120° throw — the
shortest film advance available ever with an AE SLR. In action
photography, this can be of tremendous advantage, allowing you
to rapidly advance the film in a barrage of rapid-fire shooting.

Moreover, the AE-1's film advance lever has 30° stand-off
angle which keeps it always ready for the photographer’s reflex-
ive responses to subjects in action.

Convenient Finger Grip Bar for Better Stability

The battery chamber cover has a raised contour which serves
as a firm, handy grip. This enables both better stability for
slow shutter-speed exposures and excellent security in action
situations.

Easy-to-read Viewfinder Information

The AE-1's viewfinder has a split-image/microprism focusing
secreen with all pertinent imformation neatly arranged to the
right of the visual field in order to enable an immediate assess-
ment of shooting conditions at a glance. The information display
consists of a calibrated aperture scale with stopped-down meter-
ing index mark and exposure meter needle to indicate the AE
aperture setting and two CPU-controlled LEDs that flash to give
the photographer clearly visible warnings.

When the aperture value computed by the CPU is larger than
the full aperture f/stop of the lens in use or when it is out of the
meter coupling range, the "“®’ LED below the aperture scale
flashes to indicate that correct exposure cannot be obtained
with the given shutter speed. When the aperture ring of an FD
lens is set for manual aperture setting, the “M’* LED located
above the aperture scale flashes.

With the AE-1's unique information display, you always
know everything about every shot right away, without ever
removing your eye from the viewfinder.

Manual Aperture Control *“M’’ Signal
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Automatic Exposure Preview with the Shutter Release Button

The shutter release button of the AE-1 enables you to
preview the correct AE aperture setting before shooting. It
instantaneously advises you of the exposure setting computed
by the CPU. You can therefore assess exposure conditions
in less than a second and quickly make any shutter speed adjust-
ments you wish. With full depression of the shutter release
button, you have exactly the shot you want.

New, Unique Electronic Self-timer

The conventional mechanical SLR self-timer mechanism has
been replaced in the AE-1 by solid state circuitry that offers
greater reliability, compactness and smoother noiseless opera-
tion. It employs a timer circuit incorporated into the CPU which
releases the shutter 10 seconds after the self-timer lever has been
set and the shutter release button has been pressed. A red LED
behind the lever flashes to indicate its operation. You can re-
lease the shutter prematurely, should the moment so require
or you can cancel its operation with the battery check button.

New Film Frame Counter

The film frame counter counts every consecutive frame and
automatically resets itself when the back cover is opened. After
film is rewound into the cartridge, you may safely leave the film
leader exposed and, if you do your own developing, directly
wind the film onto a developing tank reel without needing to pry
open the cartridge.
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